St Bartholomew’s Church: A message from Father Deo
Dear brothers and sisters

It feels strange that | should be writing to you from next door rather than coming to talk to
you as | continue to recuperate. Thank you for your prayers during my period of recovery.
They gave me great comfort and | am getting better- in fact this weekend | resumed my
pastoral duties by taking confessions and | hope to return to saying Mass very soon.
However, | will still be on antibiotics for the next three months, so | will need to continue to
take care.

My recovery has given me time to think about the future of our parish and | wanted to share
my reflections with you about the need for your continued support and generosity.

It is a time of great hope and renewal in our parish. The number of people attending Mass is
increasing after the impact of the pandemic, and new social groups and liturgical initiatives
are flourishing, helping us with our spiritual mission to spread the Gospel.

However, there are also challenges. Over the last few years our income has remained static
whilst our day-to-day running costs (things like gas, electricity, repairs, maintenance and
paying for supply priests) have grown significantly. The harsh reality is that we are spending
more money than we are bringing in. Last year alone our expenditure exceeded our income
by close to £40,000. This is not sustainable and we must act now to safeguard the future of
the parish.

| should stress this is a problem facing many parishes and | am pleased to say that we have
already begun bearing down on costs by pausing non-essential maintenance and shelving
expensive projects such as repainting the church. We have also started to take work back
into the parish office that was previously outsourced at high expense, such as management
of hall bookings, to help save money. We have also asked the diocese for advice and they
recommend holding a Planned Giving drive, which they tell us has worked well in other
parishes by raising awareness of the various ways to support the parish both financially and
through volunteering.

We will share more information about this soon and we will also share greater detail in future
newsletters on items such as income received from collections, standing orders and our
contactless devices, as well as details of expenses. We will also hold an AGM in the autumn
where we will hear more about the work of our parish groups and the progress we are
making financially.

Although we are facing tough challenges, we are blessed with a loving parish community,
and strong devotion to Jesus, and together we can look to the future with hope.

Thank you and God Bless you all,
Yours in Christ,

Father Deo



