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MINUTES OF ST BARTHOLOMEW’S PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 

FRIDAY 28 JANUARY 2022 @ 8pm. 

VIA ZOOM 

Fr Deo (FRD); Bob Eaglestone (BE); Gerard Cowie (GCO); Gordon Clark (GCL); 

 Andrew McMillan (AM); Deacon Ged Perkins (DGP); Savio Fernandes (SF); Tony Price (TP); Fr 

Augustine Ghado (AG); Jade Li Tai Leong (JLTL) and Irena Corbo (IC). 

                                               

1. Opening Prayer 
FRD opened the meeting with a prayer. 
 

2. Apologies for Absence 
Nana Bonsu-Amako (NBA); Elinor Symons (ES) and Irene Carbin (IC); Diana Wemambu (DW) and 
Anne O’Donovan (AOD). 

 
3. Minutes of Previous Meeting 

The full minutes of the previous meeting, held on Wednesday 7 July 2020, were read by all present 
and agreed.  TP requested the approved minutes were put on the website, which was agreed. 
Matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting: BE explained this would be more of an 
explanatory meeting due to the lack of meetings over the past two years and would build on 
meetings in the future.   
 

4. Reports 

a) President’s Report: 

- Fr. Deo stated the last 18 months have been a very difficult time for all.  Fr. Augustine arrived 

during lockdown. 

- Liturgically it has been very difficult for all to worship which became individual and not as a whole 

community.  Parishioners were not allowed in to church during lockdowns but Fr. Deo and Fr. 

Augustine still held two masses each day to fulfil parishioners’ intentions. 

- Many complaints were received by parishioners on not being able to attend mass but the church 

had to abide by the rules and keep people safe. 

- Pastoral care has suffered as a result.  Funerals took place at the crematorium chapels or at the 

graveside and when restrictions eased, only one or two were allowed to attend.  It was very sad 

for the clergy as well as the parishioners. 

- Sacraments were delayed and baptisms, holy communion and confirmations were reinstated once 

restrictions allowed in 2021. 

- Numbers at mass have reduced significantly as well as collections. 

- Luckily, no major repairs were required during this period and the church managed to keep its 

head above water.  The nursery was up and running and some payments were received from 

them. 

- In October/November 2021 it looked like the whole system was going to be rebooted as covid 

figures were dropping and the groups were going to be resumed as collectors, altar servers and 

readers were not attending.  Fr. Deo met all church groups in December but then the Omicron 

variant hit. 

- Fr. Deo met with the Bishops two days ago and from Sunday 30 January, everything can go back 

to pre-pandemic services; sign of peace, use of books and singing can be reinstated; servers will 

be back to normal.  The church will continue with the request for parishioners to wear face masks 

and use hand sanitiser. 

- Fr. Deo will be meeting all groups to reboot the scheduling. 
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- The Synod arrived in September whilst Fr. Deo was self-isolating.  He sourced 2 delegates, Sonia 

and Lee, who are preparing for two meetings this weekend and will start with the listening phase.  

They will be the go-between with the Diocese and the Parish and will collate parishioners’ 

requests.  

- The Bishops have not yet categorically stated mass obligation has returned.  Latest guidance from 

the Bishops Conference is on the website. 

- Discussions took place regarding stewards continuing to welcome parishioners and hand out 

books, which was agreed as they have provided an excellent service.  Once rotas are up and 

running again requests will be made for stewards.  23 were really faithful and have requested to 

continue the role. 

- It was noted collections will resume and boxes for candles reopened from Sunday. 

- BE thanked Fr. Deo, Fr. Augustine, Deacon Ged and all who help at the church for their work over 

the past two years. 

 

b) Finance Report: 

AM circulated the finance report ahead of the meeting with basic figures of pre covid and during covid 

discussed.   

- Offertory money declined rapidly during the pandemic.  Covenant money increased which 

enabled the maintenance of income level to cover expenditure over the last two years.  There is 

a need to increase the income flow in the Parish to meet future commitments for repairs. 

- AM attended a session with the Diocese and Finance Team regarding contactless payments and 

was very impressed with the system and its capabilities.  Diocese support will be considerable 

should we explore the idea.  The system is sophisticated and will account properly for Gift Aid and 

will provide an electronic audit trail.  Benefits will accrue over time and Easter and Christmas 

offerings or specific campaigns can be applied to the machines.  AM will issue information to 

members with recommendation to take the next step.  It was noted that many other churches are 

taking this route.  Fr. Deo had been discussing this in Deanery meetings and was on the verge of 

organising an expert to speak to the PPC when the pandemic hit and it had to be put on hold.  All 

agreed to take the next step regarding contactless payments. 

 

c) Maintenance report: 

GCL had issued his report prior to the meeting and listed the essential requirements. 

- Power had gone out in the church.  New cables had been put in which run to three mains fuses 

which were unbalanced and one popped and took the whole system out.    

- The report listed mandatory maintenance required by law in the hall and others were items that 

needed to be completed. 

- Pews are being revarnished by a Parishioner. 

- A mandatory test of all lights in the church and hall is required where everything has to be turned 

off and it will take three hours.  During this time all lightbulbs can be switched to LED’s to prevent 

regular replacements, as lights are on for 12 hours a day and rapidly burning out.  LED’s last a 

minimum of 7 years.   

- The end of the maintenance report lists items for future consideration.  BE requested GCL draft a 

list of future work for consideration for the next meeting. 

BE thanked AM and GCL for all their hard work and continued support during the pandemic.  

d) Social Committee Report: 

DW was absent and sent her report prior to the meeting as detailed below:  
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- The committee have raised a total of £1060.19p predominately from coffee mornings (we did 

have a week of summer events and raffles). We have not been able to host any events for the last 

2 years due to Covid restrictions. 

- We will be looking to encourage more volunteers to join the committee as our numbers have 

reduced but understand people may be hesitant due to the pandemic despite us getting back to 

a new normal. It will still be an issue for us and the same goes for holding events such as coffee 

mornings we will still need to be careful to keep people safe. 

 

5. The Synod 

BE asked Fr. Deo how the committee can support him for the Synod. 

Fr. Deo stated parishioners need to be involved during the listening phase at the moment.  The 

delegates are in-situ and they have explained the process during all masses.  Parishioners need to 

respond to their invitation and visit St. Bartholomew’s website to complete the information required.  

31 responses have been received so far.  DGP volunteered to attend Sunday meetings to help Lee and 

Sonia.  TP requested the Synod is considered to all beyond university age and that it is not just for 

young people.  Fr. Deo confirmed the church is inviting every parishioner to take part and it is aimed 

at the whole community and not age bound.  It was noted all members of the committee need to 

attend at least one meeting.  Details of the virtual event link is on the church website and there is a 

form at the back of the church as everyone has to sign up for it. 

6. Responding to Covid/Strategic Discussion 

Discussions took place over restarting the PPC and responding to what has happened over the last 

two years.  It has been very difficult as no-one would have planned for a pandemic and it is difficult to 

advise the President going forward, except to re-iterate that the expert skills of the members are 

available to him as and when required.  Lessons have been learned from the pandemic and people are 

still anxious about interacting and shaking hands etc, which is understandable.  The welcomers at 

church will help, but people have become accustomed to participating in masses online. 

A request was made to consider streaming mass from St Bartholomew’s Church, as many parishioners 

have to visit other parishes online masses.  Although finances are tight at present, consideration was 

given to a virtual fundraiser and how to get the parish together.  Fr. Deo confirmed that when Fr. 

Miranda installed the equipment, people’s faces could be clearly seen and at St Bartholomew’s we 

have parishioners sitting behind the altar who may not want to be filmed and this put an end to the 

idea.  Technology now has moved on and parishioner’s faces can be pixilated.  It would be better for 

parishioners to participate in masses in their own parish and once enough funds are raised this would 

be an option.  The cost is £3,500 plus monthly fees.   

7. Parish AGM Planning 

 

Discussions took place over the date of the next Parish AGM and October 2022 was agreed.  Planning 

will need to take place over the next couple of meetings. 

 

8. PPC Constitution and Membership 

TP had issued the constitution at the last meeting and stated reforming was due at this meeting.  As 

the committee haven’t met for the last two years during covid, recommendations were made for the 

constitution as some previous meetings were not quorate.  Fr. Deo stated that constitutionally, this is 

the third year but he is under the impression that as the committee was out of circulation for two 

years, would the committee consider another term for three years and finish the term year.  An 

agreement can be made at the PPC and does not require approval at the AGM.  The proposal for the 

current committee to sit for another three years from Jan 2022 – Jan 2025 was requested.  The 
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President has the overall decision but he doesn’t want parishioners to think members are voting 

themselves in again.  It was agreed that as long as the reasoning behind the current committee 

continuing for another three years was clearly explained to parishioners, then they would understand.  

The President can appoint members to the PPC outside elections.  Some members felt it should be 

only 2 years, as that was the period of time missed during the pandemic.  Fr. Deo wanted further time 

to consider, as the committee will spend time catching up which will take time and it is difficult to get 

a plan and bring it to fruition in 2 years.  Further consideration to be given before a final decision is 

made. 

Fr. Deo stated that he has received a few resignations from the committee.  Irene Corbin wants to 

resign and this will be Gerard Cowie’s last meeting. 

Discussion took place regarding adding more people to the PPC and the need to be clear on what 

talents are required and the strategy of selection.  TP requested a specific constitutional proposal 

agenda item for the next meeting. 

9. Dates and frequency of next meetings 

It was agreed that 6 meetings need to take place on an annual basis and dates will be circulated.  TP 

is unavailable on Tuesdays.  St Antony’s Room will be the venue once the room has been cleared.  

March and May were agreed for the next two meetings and BE will circulate possible dates. 

10. AOB 

GC stated the Plan Giving Drive had preceded Covid and parishioners’ responses were collated and 

held.  The office is open for 18 hours and not 35 and parishioners need to look at their commitments 

to fulfil them going forward.  Stewards could be considered as collectors, as this takes places at other 

parishes. 

 

11. Closing Prayer 

Fr. Augustine closed the meeting at 9.15pm with a prayer.   


