
MINUTES OF “ZOOM” MEETING OF ST BARTHOLOMEW’S PPC 

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 7TH JULY 2020 @ 8pm 

During the COVID 19 pandemic 

 

Those taking part: Fr Deo (FRD), Bob Eaglestone (BE), Deacon Ged Perkins (GP),  

Gordon Clark (GCL), Andrew McMillan (AM), Elinor Symons (ES),  

Gerard Cowie (GCO), Diana Wemambu (DW), Jade Li Tai Leong. 

 

1/Father Deo opened the meeting at 8.10pm with a prayer. 

2/ Apologies – Tony Price (TP); Nana Bonsu - Amako 

3/ Minutes – BE stated that this was more of a catch-up meeting, and that minutes would follow 

later on, once the parish office is back in operation, and then only when time allows. The minutes of 

this “Zoom” meeting would be produced first, followed by the minutes of our previous meeting, held 

on Wednesday 19th February 2020, just a month prior to lockdown. 

 

4/ President’s Report - Fr Deo talked on a pastoral level regarding the situation since “Lockdown” on 

23rd March 2020 and how the parish has responded.  

He explained that he had been obliged to self-isolate for two weeks due to symptoms of what may 

or may not have been COVID, under doctor’s orders.  

The Sacramental life of the parish, and indeed the whole Church has been on hold. However, our 

catechists have continued to prepare candidates for both First Holy Communion and Confirmation 

by email contact. We have yet to arrange Masses for these two Sacraments. 

Whilst this pandemic has provided the perfect opportunity for families to spend more time together, 

it has also, sadly, enabled domestic and other abuse issues to raise their ugly heads. 

Following the carrying out of risk assessments, as instructed by our Archbishop John Wilson,               

in consultation with the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales, our church commenced 

opening for private prayer at specific times, with about 25 people turning up each day.  

Public Masses commence on 12th July 2020. There will be one per day at 10am, Monday to Saturday. 

An additional Mass will be said privately each day from Monday to Friday. 

Sunday Masses will be said at all the usual times, with the exception of 10am. 

Other Sacraments and ceremonies must remain on hold. 

Funerals have only been possible at the crematorium or graveside as appropriate, with their own 

limits upon numbers who can be present. 

 

 



 

5/ Finance – AM stated that we are in a fairly good position financially. He provided a report to FRD. 

The  diocese continues to debit us for DDF (Diocesan Development Fund) on a monthly basis. 

Information will be disseminated to parishioners via the parish web site. 

The Nursery is paying 50% of their monthly charge whilst not in occupation, and will revert to 100% 

once they return.  This was also a recommendation of the Finance Office of the diocese. They are 

planning to resume in September 2020. 

 

Salaries continue to be paid.  However, as GCO pointed out, all staff are currently on furlough, which 

means that they must remain at home and are not obliged to work. Nevertheless, GCO has 

continued to operate the parish office remotely, on an entirely voluntary basis throughout. 

Maintenance has to continue, including alarm checks etc, and bills which come up are being paid as 

they arise, along with Direct Debits. 

GCO has cancelled all unnecessary expenditure, including the corporate refuse collection, various 

licences and so on. The sanitary services company has also been put on hold. 

John Byrne, our Gift Aid Organiser, was preparing envelopes for the new tax year, and this process 

has been interrupted by COVID.  

 

6/ COVID – related issues were discussed: 

a/ Live streaming of Masses was discussed, as takes place elsewhere. This would, of course, involve  

a substantial cost, and would require safeguarding and other issues having to be taken into account.                  

Some parishioners may “go elsewhere” in the sense that they can tune in where they choose.     

Being able to attend Mass is crucial to most, by whatever methods are available, despite the 

suspension of the Sunday Obligation.  Live streaming would be nice to have, but the benefits might 

not outweigh the costs.  

FRD mentioned John Fisher Parish in Merton, where Live Streaming equipment is costing them 

£3500.00, then a charge of £150.00 per month.  AM wondered how it was affordable with depressed 

income, not to mention the fact that people have so much choice, that the cost of having live 

streaming might outweigh its actual use by our own parishioners.  Other parishes, including Corpus 

Christi in Brixton, are using Facebook. 

b/ Planned Giving has taken a hit. Standing orders and online donations, including “Just Giving” are 

being encouraged. Contactless payments are under review by the diocese. 

 

c/ Reopening of the church for Masses will require the recruitment of volunteers to act as stewards 

and cleaners. The KSC (Knights of St Columba) will assist where they can. We need to reach out to 

people to help, since without them, Masses simply will not be allowed to take place. We cannot rely 

on the newsletter and parish web site alone. 

 



d/ TP had suggested having a Fundraising Committee as part of the PPC.                                                    

DW, as Chair of the Social Committee, reminded us that the Social Committee is already taking the 

lead on fundraising. Another suggestion was to set up our own Just Giving page, whereas we 

currently “piggyback” off the diocesan page. 

 

7/ Maintenance – GCL gave a short account of current issues, and ES also reminded us of the 

comprehensive 10 - year Maintenance Plan, which was made available for PPC members to view. 

GCL and GCO were in the process of looking at Direct Debits and examining contracts to see what is 

essential and what is non – essential, so that payments can be deferred or paused, including building 

in call-outs, to make things more cost – effective. 

The carpeting in the main porch has become a health and safety issue, and will have to be dealt with 

urgently. Additionally, the bathroom in the house requires renovation after over 20 years. 

 

8/ Social Committee – DW opined on what the “New Normal” might look. We remain at the mercy of 

the Coronavirus, and what we can do will be determined by instructions from the Bishops. Perhaps 

we could look at on-line fundraising, such as virtual coffee mornings.  

 

9/ Future Meetings – these too will depend to a degree on Coronavirus, people’s changing schedules 

and state of health etc. August 12th was suggested, but not set in stone.  

 

10/ Any Other Business – Black Lives Matter was recently covered on the diocesan web site, with a 

most informative contribution from an African priest of our diocese. 

 

11/ FRD said a closing prayer, with the meeting closing at 9.20pm. 


