
MINUTES OF ST BARTHOLOMEW’S PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 

WEDNESDAY 19TH  FEBRUARY 2020 @ 8pm. 

HELD IN THE UPPER HALL 

Fr Deo (FRD); Bob Eaglestone (BE); Gerard Cowie (GCO); Gordon Clark (GCL); 

 Andrew McMillan (AM); Anne O’Donovan (AOD); Savio Fernandes (SF) Diana Wemambu (DW) 

                                               

1/ The meeting began with a Prayer led by FRD for the Year of the Word. 

2/ Apologies for absence were received from Deacon Ged Perkins (DGP); Nana Bonsu-Amako (NBA); 

Tony Price (TP); Elinor Symons (ES)  

3/ The full minutes of the previous meeting, held on Wednesday 23rd October 2019, were read by all 

present and agreed. 

4/ Matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting: 

- SF remarked that we have not as yet discussed a farewell for Fr Innocent. 

5 / PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

FRD made the following points: 

- Fr Philip Pak, previously based at St Michael’s Pollards Hill, died in the previous week. 

- Christmas 2019 had gone well, with Midnight Mass.  

- We also had a well-attended Midnight Mass on New Year’s Eve. 

- Preparation for First Holy Communion and Confirmation arranged at BTG school. 

- The hall is now occupied by The Learning Cottage Nursery, and bookings are being made through 

Low Cost Halls (Praetorium).  

- The hall cleaner has now left us. 

- The Year of the Word, declared by Pope Francis, commenced at the end of November 2019. 

- Fr Tomasz ran some very successful Bible Study sessions. 

- Masses and Confessions in Polish, again by Fr Tomasz, proved very popular. 

- Archbishop John Wilson has met all the priests of the archdiocese at three events, during which 

he outlined his vision for the archdiocese and invited suggestions from all present. He intends to 

increase the involvement of lay people in administration in order to free up some more clergy. 

- The Planned Giving Drive was well received, with results to be collected. We need to maintain the 

interest of those willing to volunteer their time and talents. 

- We look forward to a great Irish Night in celebration of St Patrick’s Day 14th March, in the hope 

that it becomes an annual event once again. 

 

6/ FINANCE REPORT 

AM noted that the new online accounting system adopted by the archdiocesan finance office  will 

mean that it will no longer be necessary to produced accounts manually. 

Giving a broad picture of parish finances, Expenditure has exceeded income, with all planned work 

having been completed, leaving us with £60K in the bank accounts. The auditor has been asked to 

clarify our outstanding loans. 

We have begun receiving receipts from the The Learning Cottage Nursery, at approximately £3k, 

which should cover our Diocesan Development Fund (DDF) payments. We have an option to review 

their rent in approximately 3 months’ time. 



The Planned Giving Drive is expected to result in an increase in Standing Orders, which it is hoped 

will all be in place by the end of March 2020. 

SF wondered if and when we might be sharing information on the accounts with parishioners.  

FRD, basing his calculations on the amount of £50 per day per child for nursery education had the 

potential of an income from a nursery of around £400k per annum. Would it be possible, for 

instance, for a parishioner with the appropriate experience of running a parish owned nursery, on a 

commercial basis? That would surely increase our income. The number of nursery schools has grown 

enormously in recent times, including in Norbury and Streatham. 

 

7/ MAINTENANCE REPORT 

GCL advised that all old furniture and other items needed to be removed from the hall, for which 

help would be required. For the time being, we shall store these items in the two spare rooms which 

remain available to us, which are the “Snug” and the attic room. 

Further works are required, including the enabling of the Danbrook Road entrance as an access door 

in order to bypass the nursery and lower hall in general, with a separate entry pad to be wired into 

the main alarm.  

Hall blinds have been repaired. The kitchen has been tidied. The ovens are reaching the ends of their 

lives. No food may be left out, due to open access whenever the hall is in use. 

Damage to the hall by various youth groups needs to be addressed. This includes the walls and 

perspex covers. 

The TV licence for the hall has become unnecessary, and we shall cancel it and see whether some 

kind of refund might be obtained. 

The nursery required sight of architectural plans for the hall as part of their OFSTED. We therefore 

had plans drawn up for the church and the house too. 

Upright lit Candles have been banned across the archdiocese following a serious fire at Addiscombe 

parish, which involved serious injury to a child. We made a good move in obtaining our electric 

votive lights. We had some issues with our wax altar candles, which were resolved by discovering 

draughts, broken window catches and glass. All necessary repairs have been carried out. 

Father Deo’s bathroom in the presbytery is very old indeed and needs complete renovation. This is 

planned for the summer months. 

8/ SOCIAL COMMITTEE REPORT 

DW said that our recent International Evening raised £1195.00, a most commendable figure indeed.  

The Dinner Dance requires a lot more planning and will be deferred for a while so that this may be 

carried out. A separate bank account would help, though GCO pointed out that the archdiocese was 

not in favour of our opening new accounts. A bank account had existed previously, with Barclays 

Bank (not Nat West). It remains unknown if the account still exists and, if it does, what the balance 

might be and who the signatories were. The ability for people to make payments using handheld 

devices would really help.  

A project to purchase a parish minibus remains a possibility in the future. 

 

 

 



9/ PLANNED GIVING DRIVE 2019 

All returns from parishioners have been placed in the office under safe keeping. A Database needs to 

be set up in order to record responses. Standing Orders will be sent off to the relevant banks 

following insertion of reference numbers. 

Once all the information has been collated, we need to look at disseminating information to various 

parish groups where interest and/or offers of help have been expressed. Perhaps a subcommittee 

could handle this and meet before our next PPC. 

10/ DATE/S VENUE/S OF NEXT MEETING/S 

The upper hall will no longer be available for PPC meetings. We would therefore need to look at 

using the lower hall or the room behind the sacristy or, possibly the presbytery dining room. 

However, on Wednesdays the Explorers occupy the lower hall during term time until 9.15pm. 

Perhaps we could look at scheduling meetings every two months, say on the 3rd Wednesday.  

11/ ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

AM reminded us that we still have to arrange a farewell event for Fr Innocent. FRD intends to speak 

to him soon, Fr Innocent currently being on holiday. 

The Parish AGM requires consideration, following on from the Planned Giving Drive. We need to 

convey information to and seek input from all parishioners and parish groups. June 2020 was 

mooted. 

12/ FRD closed the meeting at 9.30pm with a short prayer and blessing. 


