
MINUTES OF ST BARTHOLOMEW’S PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 

WEDNESDAY 11TH SEPTEMBER 2019 @ 8pm. 

HELD IN THE UPPER HALL 

Fr Deo (FRD); Fr Tomasz (FRT) Deacon Ged Perkins (DGP);                                 

Bob Eaglestone (BE); Gerard Cowie (GCO); Gordon Clark (GCL); 

 Diana Wemambu (DW); Andrew McMillan (AM); Jade Li Tai Leong (JL);  Anne O’Donovan (AOD)     

1/ The meeting began with a Prayer led by FRT on his first appearance at the PPC. 

2/ BE formally welcomed Fr Tomasz Margol, our new Assistant Priest, to the meeting.                        

Members then introduced themselves around the table. 

3/ Apologies for absence were received from Savio Fernandes (SF); Tony Price (TP); Elinor Symons (ES). 

4/ The full minutes of the previous meeting, held on Wednesday 14/08/2019, were agreed. 

5/ Matters arising from the previous minutes: 

The newsletter and pulpit message regarding recent parish developments and issues, the production 

of which had been agreed at the previous meeting, was generally agreed as having been worthwhile. 

DGP commented that we might consider providing more regular updates from the PPC, which was 

generally agreed upon. AM said that it was a good idea to have the announcement made from the 

pulpit as well as in the newsletter, which reinforced what was in print. Many people do not always 

read the newsletter, so something of such great importance would have got through to more people, 

and it was agreed that it would be a worthwhile practice going forward. 

Anne O’Donovan had sent her apologies regarding the previous meeting, but these had unfortunately 

not filtered through. 

 

6 / PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

FRD announced that Archbishop John Wilson, our new Archbishop would be gracing us with his 

presence at the 11:30am Mass on Sunday 22nd September 2019, to celebrate with us the 50th birthday 

of our Polyphony Choir. There will be refreshments afterwards in the hall. 

 

7/ FINANCE REPORT 

AM distributed a set of draft accounts to the end of July 2019, reporting the discovery of a book-

keeping error.  This relates to the treatment of the funds (£196K) which we had/have on loan to the 

Diocese, much of which has now been repaid to cover the cost of the heating and lighting, though in 

the case of the lighting, the Diocese has paid the electrical contractors directly on our behalf, from our 

loan account, as requested by FRD. We currently have £78K outstanding.  

Diocesan Development Fund (DDF) payments had remained unpaid for several years, leaving us a 

liability to the Diocese of £70K. From now on, the Diocese intends to take £3k per month from our 

account to satisfy our regular liability for DDF. 

AM calculated that there was around £40K remaining. It is vital that we keep an even closer eye on 

our spending from now on. 

 



CLUNIAC funds  are not available to the Parish, the larger of the two having been set aside by Fr 

Carolin to fund retirement benefits for clergy. FRD commented that he had no intention of seeking to 

use those monies. The smaller fund relates to Mass Intentions, such as Foundation Masses, which are 

also untouchable.   

 

We have a ‘big spend’ roughly every 10-15 years, hence the need for a 5-10-year plan for 

maintenance, as discussed at our last meeting.  GCL & ES to confer. 

8/ MAINTENANCE REPORT 

GCL reported that the new lighting requires a few further tweaks, which should soon be  completed. 

The lighting did come in slightly over budget, with extra items being added as the need arose, a lot of 

which we managed to obtain at no extra cost. This included a full set of emergency lighting, which will 

be a great asset. LEDs are virtually maintenance free, and mean lower bills going forward.   

The bedroom and bathroom used by the Assistant Priest have now been decorated, with just a few 

bits of touching up and finishing off to be done. Both were in a poor state of repair, after 22 years 

without any work being done on them. 

Asbestos removal from the boiler room has now taken place, and we now await an air test to ensure 

that the space inside is completely free from asbestos contamination. The room will be a vital addition 

to our storage space, though the damp and water inside will restrict what we can store. 

The carpet in the main porch has become a potential trip hazard, and this must be dealt with soon, to 

avoid any danger to anybody entering the church.  

The wall by the car port is awaiting repair, and is again a potential health and safety hazard which must 

be addressed sooner rather than later. 

9/ PLANNED GIVING DRIVE 2019 

The following dates were agreed upon: 9/10, 16/17, 23/24 November 2019.  GCO advised that Laura 

Dudhee is aware. She will need a maximum of two weeks to arrange all the necessary printing. Laura 

has plenty of example texts to help us arrive at what suits St Bartholomew’s.  There will be no sermon 

when it comes to the point of parishioners completing forms, for which the necessary stationery items 

will be provided. GCO will order these  in good time for the Drive. 

GCL stressed that sufficient information needs to be included in the leaflets to explain what things 

such as CLUNIAC funds are, and what DDF (Diocesan Development Fund) means, as well as how it is 

calculated (ie 25% of collections). 

AOD remarked that transparency must be total. She also suggested that we hold Q&A sessions for 

parishioners in the hall after Masses, with refreshments provided.  It is going to be a lot for people to 

take in, so we need to make things as easy as possible for all.  

BE reminded us that, of course, this Planned Giving Drive is about Three aspects of giving, and is not 

all about finance: Time, Talents & Treasures. 

It was suggested that a ‘brainstorming’ session of around 2 hours at a date,  most likely in October.  

This would be for all those who can make it on whichever date is chosen. We all need to know and 

understand what we shall be saying to parishioners, ensuring that we get the message across in a 

clear and concise manner. In the meantime, BE and AM will liaise with Laura.  

 

 

 



 

10/ SOCIAL COMMITTEE 

(This item was inadvertently omitted from the agenda.  BE pledged to ensure that it was always on the 

agenda in future.) 

DW gave a progress report on the Dinner Dance at BTG on 15th February. Progress with arrangements 

through the company which manages BTG hall has been slow and hampered by the company’s own 

internal issues.  

An Easter event is planned for 2020. 

Barts Fest went very well indeed, raising around £400.00. Going forward we shall consider July rather 

than August, as on balance more people seem to be away in August than July. Potentially the 3rd week 

in July could work. The Metropolitan Police team are willing to return for this and indeed any events 

at which they could provide help and information to the community. With knife and gun crime being 

sadly a regular feature locally, we can help and inform the community and continue to reach out to 

the youth. 

A Ladies night is also under consideration, uniquely where the men do all the cooking whilst the ladies 

sit back and enjoy being waited upon!  

A fashion show is another idea; A games tournament for the youth of the parish. 

An international Mass would hopefully be held, alongside an International evening. FRD remarked on 

past events of a similar nature, both here and in other parishes in which he has served. With the 

remarkable cosmopolitan mix we have here, there could be different parts of the Mass in different 

languages, not to mention the wide range of foods which people could provide as their own particular 

contribution to the event. 

Plans are also afoot to resurrect the Christmas Bazaar. This would require considerable forward 

planning, and it would most likely attract a great deal of interest. 

11/ PLANNING FOR 2020 

GCL referred to this month’s edition of our Archdiocesan Newspaper, “The Pilgrim, which contains a 

short article referring to St George’s Cathedral using a “Tap & Pay” machine for general donations and 

also the Sunday collection. We should investigate this, particularly with the Planned Giving Drive 

coming up. We would need to ascertain how it ties in with Gift Aid.  

It is likely that new ideas and suggestions result from the Planned Giving Drive, which might provide 

agenda items for future meetings.  

GCL also mentioned “The Giving Machine” (already used by some local parishes and schools). People 

sign up to their web site and, provided they order goods and services through that site (through other 

sites such as Amazon already operate) then a small percentage of what they spend could be paid to 

the parish.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



12/ DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS 

October 23rd was agreed upon for the next meeting. 

BE suggested that we have a follow-up meeting as soon as possible after the Planned Giving Drive, 

most likely Wednesday 4th December 2019. 

Given the importance of the Planned Giving Drive, it was generally agreed that we should cancel the 

Parish AGM until the spring.  

GCO pointed out that photographs had not yet been taken for the present PPC, and that we should 

approach John Taylor to ask him to take photographs. 

13/ ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

FRD said that he is making progress with the reinstatement of the Youth Club. 

FRD noted that now we have a Polish priest, Fr Tomasz, that they will be discussing the possibility of 

having a monthly Mass in Polish, which would take place outside of the normal Mass times. We have a 

large Polish population at St Bart’s, so it would seem timely to arrange such Masses. 

AOD suggested that we could perhaps offer a wide range of subject matter to offer the youth, in 

particular things which they might be able to use to enhance their CVs. First Aid / Lifesaving courses by 

St John’s Ambulance; advice and assistance for University Entry applications; networking; Careers 

advice. GCO referred to the Planned Giving Drive, where people might be able to offer their Time and 

Talents in this direction. 

 

14/ FRT closed the meeting with a blessing at 9.10pm. 


