
MINUTES OF ST BARTHOLOMEW’S PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 

WEDNESDAY 14TH August 2019 @ 8pm. 

HELD IN THE UPPER HALL 

Fr Deo (FRD); Bob Eaglestone (BE); Gerard Cowie (GCO); Deacon Ged Perkins (DGP); 

Gordon Clark (GCL); Diana Wemambu (DW); Tony Price (TP); Andrew McMillan (AM); 

Elinor Symons (ES); Jade Li Tai Leong (JL)  

1/ The meeting began with a Prayer led by FRD, and some words about St Maximilian Mary Kolbe, 

(1894 – 1941) whose Memorial was held on this day. 

2/ Apologies for absence were received from Savio Fernandes (SF); Nana Bonsu-Amako (NBA) 

3/ The full minutes of the previous meeting, held on Wednesday 19/06/2019, were agreed, along with 

the minutes in their redacted form for posting to the Parish Web Site. This is standard practice 

whenever issues of a confidential and/or sensitive nature have been discussed.  

4/ Matters arising from the previous minutes: 

AM commented on the excellent new lighting in the church.  

Bishop Pat will administer the Sacrament of Confirmation here on Pentecost Sunday, 31st May 2020. 

5/ PLANNED GIVING DRIVE 2019 

AM stated that we need to be very clear with parishioners as to what money is required for.   

Communication is key, and it is important to stifle rumours and gossip. 

We need to get our own heads around what we will be asking of parishioners. It is important to remember 

that Planned Giving looks to permanent as opposed to temporary purposes. 

November seems to be generally agreed as the best month in which to hold our Drive. 

GCO reminded us that we shall need to factor in two Second Collections, not to mention All Souls Day and 

Remembrance Sunday. 

GCO advised that The Annual Mass Count is due to take place in September and  October. 

AM stated that we would need to plan and work out who will be doing what during the Planned Giving Drive. 

The first weekend will be led by Fr Deo, and this is likely to prompt questions from parishioners early on; 

The second weekend will focus on parishioners giving pledges, during which Maintenance will feature; 

The third weekend will hone in on Time, Talents & Treasure (aka ‘The Three Ts’). Pens will be required! 

BE asked for suggestions as to a headline theme for Planned Giving which somehow summarise the collective 

nature and reason for it all. GCO’s suggestion of “Life and Soul” received favourable comment. 

 BE suggested that the next meeting should major on who will be carrying out what responsibilities in 

relation to the Planned Giving Drive. 

6 / PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

FRD reminded us of the appointment of Archbishop John Wilson, whom he has yet to meet, given that 

the Archbishop’s Installation took place whilst Fr Deo was in Tanzania.  

The Head of Terms relating to the hall rental have been signed.  We must now wait until all the 

necessary paperwork between Praetorium, the nursery and the Archdiocese have been signed off. 

In the meantime, OFSTED need to give their approval. Meanwhile we continue to look for solutions to 

our loss of use of the halls, including Sacramental Preparation and a new home for Barts Seniors.  

Recruitment of new people to run the Youth Club continues. 

Fr Innocent will be installed as Parochial Administrator of St Michael’s Pollards Hill on Saturday 7th 

September 2019. In the meantime, we shall be looking to hold a farewell do for him here.  



Our new Assistant Priest is to be Father Tomasz Margol, aged 39, a one-time parishioner of St Bart’s, who 

was ordained recently at St George’s Cathedral, Southwark in July. Fr Tomasz (pronounced ‘Tom-ash’) is 

due to arrive on Saturday 7th September.  

7/ FINANCE REPORT 

AM stated that there was nothing particular to report pending the next meeting of the Finance 

Committee the week following this meeting. 

8/ MAINTENANCE REPORT 

GCL reported that the new lighting is nearing completion.  He commented on the fact that the lights 

are fully dimmable, and over all a lot brighter. Emergency lighting has also been installed. 

The bathroom used by the Assistant Priest will be redecorated shortly, not having been done since 

1997. His bedroom will also be redecorated by the time he arrives.  

The Blessed Sacrament chapel will be painted shortly.  The new lighting has served to highlight the dirt 

which has built up from decades of candles burning before the altar. 

ES suggested that the Maintenance Committee come up with a 10 - year plan for maintenance. 

ES agreed to join GCL on the Maintenance Committee. 

BE asked that they now come up with some ideas for presentation at the next meeting. 

9/ SOCIAL COMMITTEE 

DW started by clarifying, as had appeared in the newsletter in the past, that the first fundraising 

project for the Social Committee was the purchase of a minibus for the parish. This could serve the 

whole parish, including bringing the elderly and infirm to Mass, and for excursions, special events etc. 

GCL noted that many parishes hold special collections for such large items. 

DW reported that the Table Top Sale on 20th July raised £193.00.  There have already been requests 

for more of these sales, with tables having been snapped up very quickly. 

The Barts Fest, now just over half way through, has so far reached £250.00, with two more days to go.  

An early start on Assumption Thursday, that is the day after this meeting, in the hope of attracting 

more people following the 10am Mass, as had been suggested by GCO.  

A thermometer is a tried and tested indicator, and would be a clear visual way to keep parishioners in 

touch with funds raised. A narrative would be required on the Parish Web Site when the thermometer 

“goes live”. We also need to consider how long we might need to raise funds for such a large project. 

TP would also be able to provide examples of pie charts. 

Can Social Committee fundraising and Planned Giving perhaps be brought together for the purposes 

of the Drive? AMC would consult with Laura  Dudhee on that. 

TP indicated that there was a certain lack of commitment, perhaps fuelled by the amount of gossip 

surrounding the hall and the temporary suspension of the youth club. There has been no clear 

explanation. Nobody really knows what is happening and/or why.  This may eventually filter through 

into the Planned Giving Drive. Perhaps it is time to add to what Fr Deo has indeed already stated both 

from the pulpit and in the newsletter. People both take information and process it in different ways. 

Rumours and gossip continue unabated. Perhaps a greater openness with parishioners would be of 

benefit.  The Parish AGM would perhaps be the main occasion on which to explain things in more detail.  

FRD reiterated the fact that he had made a point of putting a statement out in the newsletter and 

from the pulpit.  He added that it was not necessarily practical to go to the parish as a whole until the 

relevant decisions had been made. With that in mind, it was not just the decisions, but how those 

decisions were communicated which was also of great importance. 



BE summarised the situation, and suggested that some members of the PPC get together with FRD to 

compose an entry of say 200 words in the newsletter, supported by the same on the Parish Web Site. 

This would be for publication within the first half of September this year. 

10/ DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS 

September 11th and October 23rd were agreed upon. 

11/ ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

TP asked about the Parish Census, on which a subcommittee from the previous PPC had worked. GCO 

advised that the Archdiocesan Finance Office had looked over the form, and had recommended that 

we add a standard wording in relation to GDPR. 

It was generally agreed that the Census, should be postponed until a later date. Whilst the Planned 

Giving Review is indeed very closely related (ie Time, Talents and Treasure), the paperwork etc for the 

Planned Giving on its own would be more than enough for parishioners. Therefore, rather than   

‘piggy-back’ the census onto the Planned Giving Drive, it should be given its own time and space later 

on, when we can also relate it retrospectively to the Planned Giving Drive. 

TP also remarked that we are still waiting to hear whether or not our new Archbishop will be able to 

attend our celebration of the 50th Anniversary of the Polyphony Choir. GCO said that he would contact 

Fr Philp Glandfield for an update. 

12/ FRD closed the meeting with a blessing at 9.20pm. 


