
MINUTES OF ST BARTHOLOMEW’S PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 

WEDNESDAY 15TH MAY 2019 @ 8pm. 

HELD IN THE UPPER HALL 

Fr Deo (FRD); Fr innocent (FRI); Bob Eaglestone (BE); Gerard Cowie (GCO); Deacon Ged Perkins (DGP); 

Gordon Clark (GCL); Savio Fernandes (SF); Anne O’Donovan (AOD); Nana Bonsu-Amako (NBA); 

Diana Wemambu (DW).  

 

1/ The meeting began with a Prayer led by FRD.  

2/ Apologies for absence were received from Tony Price (TP); Elinor Symons (ES); Irene Carbin (IC); 

Andrew McMillan (AM).  

3/ Minutes of the previous meeting held on Wednesday 20/03/2019 were agreed for posting on the 

parish web site in their redacted form. This is standard practice where issues of a sensitive nature 

have been discussed. The full minutes were also made available to PPC members. 

4/ Matters arising from those minutes: 

FRD stated that Canon Cronin is currently abroad, and will be asked to visit us at the earliest 

opportunity. 

5/ FINANCE REPORT 

BE gave a brief report provided by AM in his absence:  

Currently we have a loan to the Diocese of £200k.  Investments to the tune of £165k have been used 

to provide the new heating system, and have also been allocated towards new lighting. There is £50k 

in the main parish account. 

Debts include £7k for maintenance and £88k owed to the diocese. The debt to the diocese balances 

out against the funds in the Pension fund set up by Father Carolin, as yet untapped. 

The Diocese takes £3k per month out of the pot for the Diocesan Development Fund (DDF), being 

based largely on the size of our congregation.   Previously the DDF contribution was a lump sum, and 

this could cause large amounts being sent in one go.  Spreading out payments makes budgeting easier 

all round. Contributions are also taken by the diocese in respect of things such as health and safety 

inspections, insurance and safeguarding, all of which are handled centrally.      

6/ THE FUTURE OF THE HALLS 

GCO explained in outline the way the halls will be dealt with going forward. A Company called 

Praetorium (Low Cost Halls) has found a tenant for the upper hall, which is expected to bring in £45k 

per annum. This will make the upper hall (save for the use of one of the upper rooms) permanently 

out of bounds, restricting the use of the lower hall to 6pm on weekdays and all-day Saturdays and 

Sundays.  

DGP and SF pointed out that this would cause considerable difficulties for the First Holy Communion 

programme and the Confirmation programme in particular, given the format used for that 

programme, which demands a fair amount of space.  FRD said that the church itself would be made 

available, as it had been in years past, and that the Blessed Sacrament could be removed as 

appropriate when the building becomes a classroom.   Perhaps we could also look at using school halls 

such as St Andrew’s and BTG. Perhaps there is something which the diocese can do to help. 

FRD stated that he had consulted with those parish groups using the hall most, in particular the 

uniformed groups, asking them to respond within a fortnight with any thoughts, ideas and proposals.  



Those uniformed groups which could not factor in a change of times have decided to look elsewhere, 

those able to remain would be welcome to do so.  It was also pointed out that no money was asked of 

these groups for the use of the halls.    It was also of note that a large number of those attending are 

not Catholics, yet we have continued to make our halls available. 

BE opined that everything should be done to mitigate any disruption caused by the change of use. 

FRD had received a number of printed-out emails and petitions from various people, and regrettably 

there was much rumour and gossip circulating rather than direct communication. 

FRD stated that, following all consultations, he had made the decision to press ahead. He intends to 

make a formal announcement after the First Holy Communion period has passed.  

It was also stated that around £100.00 is collected at the Parish Playgroup each week. It is not known 

what happens to this money, nor what purpose it serves. No accounts have ever been presented in 

respect of Playgroup funds.  

SF wondered if we should appeal to the parish for funds.  NBA pointed out that the reality is numbers 

have fallen considerably and, as AOD added, they will drop further.  This means more being asked of 

less people, which is not sustainable. Fundraising for the sums we need would be a colossal task. 

GCO pointed out that, were it not for Father Carolin’s careful financial planning, we would not have 

the funds we have now and indeed, his family had personally left a considerable amount to the parish.      

It was noted that, due to all sorts of rumours circulating, that the sooner the parish is informed the 

better.  SF suggested that the situation would affect the dynamic of the parish, and could result in 

people moving elsewhere. It was pointed out that this has already been the situation for many years, 

with people attending other parishes and vice-versa.   The parish provides leads into the uniformed 

groups in particular, though it was noted that many have no connection with this parish at all. 

AOD suggested that we need to promote the positive aspects and benefits to the parish. BE added 

that we have to be transparent and honest with parishioner.  GCL reiterated the need to return to 

publishing a list of income and expenditure to parishioners, making the situation clearer to all.   

ACTION POINT: BE to approach AM to present the situation and accounts to the PPC and then look at 

publishing the relevant information.                                                                                                                  

7/ THE FUTURE OF THE YOUTH CLUB  

The youth club has existed for 46 years or so in its present form. Eddie Sanders has run this marvellous 

institution for 46 years and has given great service to the youth of this parish. However, the time has 

now come for him to step down. A draft letter to Eddie Sanders, thanking him for his work and 

commitment was circulated and commented on, with various amendments being suggested and 

adopted. A celebration for Eddie was both proposed and discussed. 

8/ PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

a/ Fr Deo expressed his delight at the success of the Parish Mission, noting that the feedback he had 

received was very good, from both the Missionary Priests and from parishioners across the board. The 

format allowed a far greater attendance than our previous mission.  

b/ FRD reminded the PPC that we still need photos taken, preferably prior to our next meeting. 

c/ FRD mentioned the situation at St Michael’s in Pollards Hill. We had been covering them, during 

which time, Father Huebert Miranda had died.  His funeral took place on 1st May 2019.  We continue 

to support that parish until such time as the diocese is in a position to announce a replacement. For 

the time being, we have set up a rota for retired priests of the diocese to assist, particularly at 

weekends, whilst we continue to provide weekday cover where we are able.  



d/ Croydon Council has given the green light for this year’s Corpus Christi Procession, subject to risk 

assessment and event planning, along with a total payment of £200.00 (based upon a registration fee 

of £30 and a usage charge in the sum of £170.00 (based upon expected numbers). 

e/ Fr Deo advised that he will be taking his annual holiday in Tanzania from Wednesday 26th June to 

Monday 29th July 2019 inclusive.  

9/ CHAIRMAN’S REPORT  

BE had nothing urgent to report on this occasion. However, he stated that, going forward, we need to 

take a look at the PPC Constitution, making sure that it is fit for purpose. 

10/ MAINTENANCE REPORT  

a/ GCL announced that the new heating system had finally been inaugurated following a most lengthy 

process, coming in a little over budget.  

b/ Installation of the new lighting system is due to commence on Monday 10th June 2019.  

c/ General maintenance is ongoing, including the alarm systems, automated doors and hall lift. Other 

essential maintenance will be put forward to the parish finance committee. The most important 

involve health and safety, as determined by current legislation.  

d/ Some of the fuses, especially in the gallery, are very old, and will imminently be discontinued. The 

organ became inoperable recently when an old fuse blew. The fuse cupboard in the house needs a 

complete overhaul, and this will cost us in the region of £1100.00.  

e/ Cash collection by Loomis has been put to the diocese by GCL, but no response has been received. 

ACTION POINT: GCO to chase diocese again. 

f/ The boilers serving the hall are not fit for purpose, and cannot cope effectively with the job they 

need to do.  

g/ With the new nursery coming into the hall, this will bring the benefit of new decoration and 

carpeting.  

h/ The furniture in the “snug” does not conform to current fire safety regulations. We may ask 

whether the nursery can pay to refit that room. 

i/ Responding to a question regarding funds and grants available to churches, we were recently turned 

down. There are very strict rules and conditions for obtaining such finance. We have to consider, for 

instance, security for the presbytery. 

 

11/FUNDRAISING 

D W reported that the Easter event raised £414.00, including a gift aided donation of £200.00. 

A table top sale is planned for Saturday July 20th 2019. 

The Social Committee is looking at fundraising in general, though their main project is the purchase of 

a parish minibus.  

A Summer Festival is planned for Saturday 10th August through to Friday 16th August 2019. This was 

intended to take place in both halls, but it may not now be possible to use the upper hall, with the 

nursery hoping to open in September. 

12/ KNIFE CRIME 



AOD spoke about Operation Makepeace.  Approaches to London Borough of Lambeth proved 

somewhat fruitless.  The Metropolitan Police are, however, happy to give a presentation here. 

Presentations would be age-appropriate. There may also be some which would be appropriate to 

males of females. It is also important to broach this subject with parents. NBA related how Steve 

Reed, MP for Croydon North, has shown an active interest in this issue, there having been various 

cases of knife crime in the borough adjacent to this parish, a large proportion of which falls within that 

constituency. DW suggested that maybe this matter could be integrated into the Summer Festival.  

ACTION POINT: GCO to contact the Metropolitan Police Specialist Firearms Command.                      

14/ DATE OF NEXT MEETING – WEDNESDAY 19TH JUNE 2019.   

With summer holidays approaching, the next meeting after then might be in September. At which 

point it might be appropriate to select dates for the remainder of this year.                                                              

15/ ANY OTHER BUSINESS  

GCO reported that there had still been no response from the diocese about the Parish Census. 

ACTION POINT: GCO to make further request to diocese. 

16/ CLOSING PRAYER – FRD gave a blessing. The meeting closed at 9.30pm. 


