
MINUTES OF ST BARTHOLOMEW’S PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 

WEDNESDAY 30TH JANUARY 2019 @ 8pm. 

HELD IN THE UPPER HALL 

Fr Deo (FRD); Bob Eaglestone (BE); Gerard Cowie (GCO); Deacon Ged Perkins (DGP);                     

Gordon Clark (GCL); Tony Price (TP); Elinor Symons (ES); Savio Fernandes (SF); Irene Carbin (IC);     

Anne O’Donovan (AOD); Andrew McMillan (AM); Diana Wemambu (DW).         

 

1/ The meeting began with a prayer led by FRD.  

2/ Apologies for absence were received from Nana Bonsu – Amako (NBA) Fr Innocent (FRI),  

3/ Fr Deo opened the meeting, commenting on the great mix of talent of the members of the PPC to 

act as advisors to him as Parish Priest. 

4/ Fr Deo appointed officers as follows: 

CHAIR – Bob Eaglestone (BE);                                                                                                                  

ASSISTANT CHAIR – Diana Wemambu (DW) (To act in the absence of the Chair);                                                                                                                 

SECRETARY – Gerard Cowie (GC) (Parish Secretary);                                                                            

ASSISTANT SECRETARY – Irene Carbin  (To act in the absence of the Secretary);                                                                                                           

FINANCE – Andrew McMillan (AM) (Chair of Parish Finance Committee. 

 

5/ Fr Deo explained that for some projects to be taken forward, it would require a sub committee to 

be formed; He cited experts on PPCs, such as Canon Jim Cronin, reminding us of the importance of the 

involvement of the laity in the smooth running of a parish. Father Deo also stated that PPC 

membership is a kind of ‘Minor Ministry’, for which formal commissioning, in the church setting, 

would need to take place, and this might be set for May 2019. We must also decide how often to 

meet, and this will require agreeing dates in our diaries. 

TP pointed out that previous minutes are available on the Parish Web Site.      

Bob Eaglestone (BE) spoke of his experience on the PPC at Corpus Christi, Brixton Hill, with the 

importance of maintaining a watching brief and listening to what is going on in the parish, feeding 

back to the Parish Priest. 

FD reminded us that there are also new Finance and Social committees, both of which were having 

their inaugural meetings this same week. The latter has been resurrected after a period of absence. 

 

6/ MAINTENANCE – Gordon Clark (GCL) is currently the only representative for Maintenance, the 

Committee requiring another 2 or 3 members.  GCL gave a brief summary of Maintenance issues: 

The new sound system is now bedded in, with various improvements having been made to it. 

All our buildings need to be maintained to the level at which they are safe, secure and sound. Hence 

the extensive work done on the roof and guttering and general maintenance; it is an ongoing issue. 

The new electrical heating system is due to be installed, and should be in place by mid February. 

Lighting will follow later in the year. We rely on all parishioners to point out to us anything which 

might need attention, ensuring that the Parish Priest is made fully aware. 

 

Fundraising must be considered for future projects, such as redecoration of the church in the next 3-5 

years, and new furniture for the hall. Would the hall be something the new Social Committee might 

like to have a look at? 



 

7/ Diana Wemambu (DW) stated that the inaugural meeting of the Social Committee included 

discussion about fundraising, and bringing together parishioners in order to help achieve that.  The 

Social Committee is also looking to launch coffee mornings after Sunday Masses, where fundraising is 

not central, but instead socialising is paramount.  This will depend on establishing a rota to cover the 

three morning Masses each Sunday. FRD described each Mass as a parish in itself. 

FD mentioned various parish groups which play a part in parish life,  

such as the UCM, the SVP, Barts Seniors, the Parish Playgroup, Confirmation Group (over 40), First 

Holy Communion Group (over 40), Altar Servers etc. He is looking to bring back the Parish Bazaar, 

introduce a summer fete and have more International Masses, with appropriate food served 

afterwards in the hall. For instance, the various Eastern European, Western European and African 

communities, to mention but a few.    

BE proffered the idea that perhaps we should have representatives of the various youth involved in 

the parish, such as Altar servers, to have some involvement in the PPC.  We ought to bear in mind the 

high average age of PPC members. Our parish is very diverse.  Perhaps we might invite members of 

various groups to attend.   

DGP mentioned that perhaps, in the light of the sad fact that many young people fall away from the 

Church after their Confirmation, we should consider inviting them to a PPC meeting. 

IC agreed that we need to keep the young people in touch. 

TP suggested that perhaps reunions be held on certain anniversaries of First Holy Communion and 

Confirmation, much as many schools hold reunions for past pupils. This was backed up by AOD. 

Parental encouragement is a vital element here, given the many calls upon the time of our young 

people, along with various outside interests and the inevitable role of social media.  He also reminded 

us of Fr Innocent’s intention to provide items for the Parish Web Site, which are relevant to various 

groupings of the young. 

BE asked about how we operate the ministry of welcoming in our parish. SF commented that currently 

the families and children involved in First Holy Communions and Confirmations operate a rota up until 

the summer.  Perhaps we can gain more family involvement in this aspect of hospitality .  

 

8/ BE asked the PPC to consider items for forthcoming agendas: 

TP cited the Census, for which a great deal of preparation had been undertaken by the previous PPC, 

but which had been set back by GDPR considerations; SF commented that the census would allow us 

to obtain information from parishioners as to the gifts they can offer the parish, and indeed let us 

know what they would like to see here at St Bartholomew’s. 

DGP mentioned the reintroduction of Monthly Youth Masses, which we need to get off the ground; 

the proposed social events after these Masses would also help to bring the youth of the parish 

together.   

 

                                      

9/ DATE OF NEXT MEETING – WEDNESDAY 20TH MARCH 2019.                                                                     

The suggested date of 27th March, will not be possible, since both levels of the hall will be in use by 

the Confirmation candidates. 

 

10/ CLOSING PRAYER – FRD gave a blessing. The meeting closed at 9pm. 

 


