
MINUTES OF ST BARTHOLOMEW’S PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 

WEDNESDAY 14TH JUNE 2017 @ 8pm. 

 

Those Present: Fr Deo (FRD); Fr Innocent (FRI); Richard Bush (RB); Gerard Cowie (GCO);                         

Tim O’Donoghue (TO); Teresa Furtado (TF); Melvin Carty (MC); Lucy Nwagwu (LN);                              

Savio Fernandes (SF); Sr Ann Ugo (SRA); Eddie Sanders (ES); Tony McGing (TM). 

 

1/ The meeting began with a prayer led by Fr Deo, remembering that this is the Centenary Year of the 

apparitions of Our Lady of Fatima.  

RB welcomed Tim O’Donoghue (TO) to the PPC. Tim has taken over from John Ambler as President of 

the SVP and thus also replaces him on the PPC. RB expressed thanks on behalf of the PPC to John 

Ambler for his contribution to the PPC over the past two years. 

2/ Apologies for absence were received from Deacon Ged, Tony Price, Richard Harries, Gordon Clark 

and Clair Rhodes. 

3/ Minutes of the previous meeting.  There were no matters arising, and said minutes were proposed 

by MC and seconded by TF.   

4/ Matters Arising from the minutes – TM suggested that Action Points be recorded where a member 

or members of the PCC undertake to carry out any tasks or duties. 

 

Discussion has taken place previously in respect of the topic of ushers. SF pointed out how well things 

had worked, particularly on Good Friday, with Veneration of the Cross and Holy Communion. Can we 

get parishioners involved at each Mass to act as ushers?  It was pointed out that in past years, there 

were always ushers.  Perhaps the collectors might be asked to be ushers.  Maybe the altar servers too. 

The Knights of St Columba sometimes act as ushers on special occasions, such as when a bishop visits. 

FRD pointed out that many parishioners did not like the idea of ushers.  

LN told us at length about her various experiences of how parishes organise First Holy Communions 

(FHC), and her comparison of those with our own FHC Masses.  She felt that we could learn from how 

things are done elsewhere. On the point of chatting, SF pointed out that all too often, it is the parents 

who set a poor example to their children; and children take it all in and remember it! GCO said that 

we should all thank TF and her team who so ably organised the FHC programme from end to end.  It 

was a mammoth task, and it all went off very well.  

TM reminded us of the publication which Father Philip Glandfield had produced when here at St 

Bart’s, which included a section on how to go to Communion.   

**ACTION POINT – GCO TO CONTACT FR PHILIP AND SEE IF THIS PUBLICATION IS STILL AVAILABLE. 

 

 

 

 

 



5/ PRESIDENT’S REPORT FROM FR DEO  

1. PARISH CENSUS - FRD reported that Jed Murphy, our Master of Ceremonies, has come up with an 

appropriate database, so we can now set a date for the Census.  Jed will supply appropriate help 

and training to whosoever uses the database. 

2. SOCIAL COMMITTEE – Along with the Chairman, FRD aims to gather names of people who might 

be willing to form a social committee.  It is difficult for FRD to remember everybody by name.  

3. BOILERS – The Clergy Support Fund (CSF) team have been asked to continue as Parish Fundraising 

Team.  The Boilers will most likely be their first project. 

4. As for the CSF itself, the sum of £3Million has already been raised, leaving only £1.5Million, which 

is a great success in a relatively short time.  

5. CORPUS CHRISTI PROCESSION – Given recent events, and the length of time it takes to organise 

such an event, it would be best to have a low key procession, and we should now look to next 

year. It is hoped we can combine it with the First Holy Communion programme, involving the 

children at that time. 

 

6/ CHAIRMAN’S REPORT FROM RICHARD BUSH 

1. Reports from Church groups – omitted due to lack of time and absence. 

2. PPC Minutes – The President, Chair and Secretary – will liaise closely in order that minutes of 

PPC meetings might be produced in sufficient time, with due consideration to the availability 

of time and personnel, and bearing in mind the varying demands on the parish office. 

3. Parish Web Site – It is hoped that more people and organisations will contribute to it as time 

goes on.  In order to construct a parish calendar, more input will be required from all groups. 

4. Unresolved Issues – The Parish Census date can now be fixed, as FRD said in his report. 

5. Silence in Church – New posters have gone up.  Are they having the desired effect?  FRD said 

that we should let the posters do their work. There is too much chat in work.  It is pertinent 

to note that most negative comments are coming from outside of the parish.  TM suggested 

we put something in the newsletter about it.  

 

SF suggested that we need to “drip feed” the idea to people, drawing them to “buy in” to 

the idea of the Church as a place for silence. Perhaps many parents have not been set an 

example by their own parents, or may have different cultural attitudes. This includes how we 

deal with noise from the young, and whether parents should bring food for their children 

when they come to Mass. 

Indeed, many do not truly understand their own role in their children’s reception of the     

Sacraments, SF noted.  GCO pointed out that a few parents have never collected their 

children’s First Holy Communion certificates, even after appeals in the parish newsletter. 

 

GCO suggested an “Ask Father” section in the newsletter, where one or two short questions 

regarding the Catholic Faith and Catholic practices could be covered. For instance, “When 

should I kneel and when should I bow, and why?” Father Deo’s “Thoughts” in the newsletter 

explain aspects of our faith with great clarity.  

 

 

  



7/ FINANCE REPORT FROM TONY MCGING  

Expenditure is presently exceeding income. Now that the anomalies of the past year have been 

ironed out, it will be possible to produce budgets and work out annual income and expenditure 

going forward. 

 

8/ MAINTENANCE REPORT FROM GORDON CLARK – No report made in Gordon’s absence.  There has 

been no change since the last report. 

 

9/ REPORTS FROM CHURCH GROUPS – This item will be covered at a later date.  

(See Chairman’s report). 

 

10/ ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

PARISH CENSUS – It is aimed to have this towards the end of the year, making it an agenda item for 

the Parish AGM.  We have to make sure that it is kept up to date and indeed that it is used as the 

valuable resource to the parish that it will be.  It was pointed out that new Data Protection Rules are 

coming in, and that we should be sure that we abide by them fully.  ACTION POINT – GCO TO LIAISE 

WITH THE DIOCESE ON THIS. 

 

PARISH AGM – to be a social event.  ACTION POINT – CHAIR AND PRESIDENT TO LIAISE. 

FATHER PAUL’S PRESENTATION – Saturday June 24th after the 6:15 Mass, which Fr Paul will be 

celebrating.  

  

11/ DATE AND TIME OF NEXT PPC MEETING - Wednesday 12th July 2017 at 8pm 

 

The meeting closed at 9.20pm, with a prayer and blessing from Father Deo. 

  



 


