
MINUTES OF ST BARTHOLMEW’S PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 7TH OCTOBER 2015 

 
The meeting was held in the St Basil Room, Upper Hall. 
 
Those present were:  

Fr Deo (FD), Father Paul (FP), Richard Bush (RB), John Ambler (JA), Gordon Clark (GC), Savio 
Fernandes (SF), Teresa Furtado (TF), Richard Harries (RH), Tony McGing (TM), Lucy Nwagwu 
(LN), Ged Perkins (GP), Tony Price (TP) and Claire Rhodes (CR). 

 
Apologies were received from Melvin Carty, Gerard Cowie, Eddie Sanders and Sr Ann Ugo. 
 
The meeting commenced at 8:05pm, with an opening prayer by Father Deo. Father Paul was 
welcomed to his first Council meeting. Teresa Furtado joined the meeting at 8.50pm. 
 
1/ Minutes of the previous meeting 
These were agreed, with one correction. Under item 10, TP clarified that the proposal for an annual 
calendar of parish events had been made by another Council member. 
 
2/ Matters arising 
Further to item 2 of the minutes of the previous meeting, it was agreed that all future minutes 
would be published on the parish website, with copies made available in the narthex, underneath 
the PPC photographs. RB would prepare summary reports for the three previous PPC meetings. 
 
Further to item 9, FD confirmed that the old ombrellino could not be found. A new one will need to 
be procured for the planned external procession (see item 9 below). 
 
Further to item 13, there was a discussion about the pros and cons of installing a suggestions box. It 
was agreed that Council members would consider the matter further. 
 
3/ Report by Father Deo 
FD advised that he will be away for a week (21-26 October) to attend a seminar on discipleship 
being held in the United States of America. 
 
Subject to confirmation of his visa renewal in December, FD proposed a number of innovations, 
including: 

 the introduction of Latin Masses next year, after the Summer holidays; 

 a second attempt to organise a “safari holiday” for parishioners, in the first two weeks of 
August; 

 a pilgrimage to Fatima, for the centenary celebration on 13 May 2017. 
 
FD noted that the ten members of the Parish Evangelisation Team had attended a diocesan 
seminar recently. The intention is to reach out to non-Catholics and lapsed Catholics, for example 
by inviting neighbours to attend Masses in parishioners’ homes. 
 
There will be a seminar on 17 October (10am-1pm) at Centre for Catholic Formation in Tooting, at 
which Bishop Pat Lynch would speak on the topic: “Go and announce the Gospel of the Lord, 
spreading the Good News in the city.” 
 



An urgent priority is the need to raise funds for the elderly and sick clergy of the diocese. Over £1m 
has been raised so far by 40 parishes, against an aspiration of £4.5m.  FD is trying to form a parish 
fundraising group. He has recruited two parishioners and needs two more. 
 
4/ PPC Poster and Photographs 
This was discussed under matters arising. The installation of new notice boards in the narthex will 
make space for the photographs. 
 
5/ Fr. Carolin’s Grave and Parish Priests Tablet 
The current total donated for Fr. Carolin’s grave stands at around £3,000. There have been some 
complications with the paperwork but everything will be completed by the November deadline. The 
Priests’ and Deacons’ tablets have also been restored and will be installed on either side of the 
Sacred Heart statue in the church. 
 
6/ Church and Hall maintenance and security 
GC summarised the extensive maintenance work that had been undertaken: 

 Repairs to the roof and walls of the Hall had been completed. This building is now 
watertight and will be re-decorated next year. 

 A new kitchen door has also been fitted and there is a new retro-chapel porch. 

 All church doors have been sealed and varnished, and the railings painted. 

 The garden is now properly maintained, with decorative flower beds, and the trees along 
the north side of the church had been trimmed to clear the path and prevent gutter/drain 
blockages. 

 
Next year’s tasks included: 

 Cleaning and painting the church gutters. 

 Carrying out a survey of the roof and repairing a small number of known leaks. 

 Reviewing the church lighting and sound system. 

 Cleaning and, where necessary, replacing all carpets on site. 

 Replacing the Hall furniture to better suit the current use of rooms. 
 
The church and hall has been subject to an external risk assessment and no material concerns were 
raised. A number of security enhancements, including coded locks, have also been made to the 
premises. 
 
7/ The Family Choir - the future 
With regret, it was agreed that the Family Choir should be wound down with immediate effect. The 
Council was clear that that this should not be seen as an end to music in the church and it was hoped 
that a new choir might be established in 2016 under the leadership of a new conductor. The entire 
Council, led by FD, was unanimous in its thanks to TP for all his hard work keeping the choir going 
over the course of this year. 
 
8/ Reports from members of Groups and Organisations 
TM summarised the financial position, which remains healthy. There was a discussion about ways to 
further strengthen the level of financial oversight and general parish administration. 
 
9/ Parish Events and Christmas 
FD has a list of names of people to help him organise a Corpus Christi procession in 2016. This could 
take place wholly or mainly on Streatham Common. The police and council would need to be 
consulted in the event of any road closures. 
 



There was discussion of the Advent Service. GC kindly offered to provide sufficient hay for the 
manger display. 
 
10/ A.O.B. 
TF confirmed that she had identified three additional volunteers for First Holy Communion. 
 
11/ Date of next meeting 
The next meeting of the Parish Pastoral Council will take place on Wednesday 20 January 2016, at 
8pm in the Hall. 
 
The meeting closed at 9:50pm with a prayer and blessing from FD. 
 


