
MINUTES OF ST BARTHOLOMEW’S PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 

WEDNESDAY 10TH MAY 2017 @ 8pm. 

 

Those Present: Fr Innocent (FI); Richard Bush (RB); Gerard Cowie (GCO); Deacon Ged Perkins (GP); 

Tony Price (TP); John Ambler (JA); Teresa Furtado (TF); Gordon Clark (GCL); Melvin Carty (MC);   

Richard Harries (RH); Lucy Nwagwu (LN); Savio Fernandes (SF); Sr Ann Ugo (SRA) 

 

1/ The meeting began with prayers led by Fr Innocent.  

 

2/ Apologies for absence were received from Tony McGing; Eddie Sanders; Fr Deo. 

 

3/ Minutes of the previous meeting.  There were no matters arising, and said minutes were 

proposed by GCL and seconded by JA.   

 

4/ There were also no matters arising, which were not covered in the Agenda. 

 

5/ PRESIDENT’S REPORT FROM FR DEO – This was given on his behalf by RB 

 

a/ Corpus Christi Procession – with recent terrorist events, including those directed against 

Christians, FD wishes to make this year’s event a “low key” one, to commence in the hall and lead to 

the church. 

 

b/ Fr Paul’s Presentation – GCL suggested collections be taken.  GCO reminded the PPC that there 

are limited opportunities for this, due to planned second collections.  The PPC felt that we should fit 

what we do around Fr Paul’s availability, and bearing in mind his expected departure for Ghana in 

July 2017. Should we have a social event with a presentation, perhaps on a Saturday evening? TP 

undertook to liaise with Fr Paul, with June as the only real opportunity.  

 

6/ CHAIRMAN’S REPORT FROM RICHARD BUSH 

 

a/ Youth groups funding:  

A meeting was held with Adrian Radford from the diocesan finance office, together with Fr Deo, RB, 

ES, GCL, along with Edward Houlihan from the Scouts, representing the uniformed groups, and 

Tracey Kewell from the Youth Club.  All youth groups will be able to approach Fr Deo when funding is 

required. Various considerations apply as regards opening bank accounts. 

 

b/ Holy Week services: 



Feedback on all events was good all round.  The Orders of service were beautifully designed by TP.  

Many were left over, and next year, GCO will revise numbers downwards, and a note will be added, 

encouraging parishioners to take them home to keep. 

 

c/ First Holy Communion: 

The first Mass has now taken place, with two more to follow, then the “Going Forth” Mass.   

 

d/ Silence in Church: 

New posters have been put up, encouraging people to speak to God Himself.  Reaction has been 

good over all.   

e/ The Purpose of the PPC: 

RB re-stated that the PPC exists to represent all parishioners and parish groups as a corporate body. 

The involvement of parishioners is key, though not many, for instance, came forward at last year’s 

AGM.  It is important that all are spoken for when it comes to what is discussed and carried through. 

As Fr Mulligan told us, we need to reach out and encourage people to take part.   

SF pointed out that the forthcoming parish census will surely allow us to collect information on the 

individual talents of our parishioners.  A lot will be riding on the census, in fact. Clearly we also need 

a specific agenda when it comes to things we need to achieve. It seems that offers by PPC members 

to attend the follow-up event related to Fr Mulligan’s visit were not picked up, as noted by RN & GP. 

 

f/ Clergy Support Fund: 

The appeal is ongoing, and in due course we shall hear further from the organisers.  GCO reported 

that a couple of new registration cards and a small donation had been received.    

 

g/ Attendance at Coffee Mornings in the hall: 

A low turn-out was experienced at the recent LIFE coffee morning, the takings from which were 

mainly through donations than direct participation.  LIFE have a monthly coffee morning after the 

10am & 11.30am Masses.  TP reported that attendance at Polyphony Choir coffee mornings, held 

after all three morning Masses had been steady.   

GP reiterated FRD’s point that not all coffee mornings should be centred around fundraising, but we 

still need to look at providing a hub for socialising after Masses, which also helps to divert talking 

from the church to a social setting.   

TP opined that there is clearly a need for the Social Committee to be resurrected. This used to meet 

on a regular basis in order to organist parish events.  RB said that he would be happy to help in its 

formation.  Once this has been discussed with FRD, we can then look at how we are going to achieve 

this.  

 

h/ PARISH AGM: 



This is planned for Wednesday October 11th, and will be advertised earlier this time.  Short written 

reports will be requested for submission in advance, and be available for inspection by all interested 

parties prior to the meeting, and of course by those who attend.  Reports will not be read out, so 

there will be more time for other matters to be discussed. Perhaps the event could be combined 

with a parish social evening.  It is hoped that representatives from all parish groups could attend.  

We certainly need to get the message out to parishioners. It might also be appropriate to invite Fr 

Mulligan.  RB and GCO will liaise on this issue.  

 

7/ FINANCE REPORT FROM TONY MCGING – This was given on his behalf by GCO. 

 

i/ The financial Return to 31st December 2016 was completed and signed off within the prescribed 

deadline. A review by an Independent Examiner found no errors. 

ii/ The Finance committee met on Monday May 8th 2017. A budget for the coming year will be 

produced shortly. 

iii/ Two main items of expenditure were discussed and approved at that meeting: 

a/ The purchase of a defibrillator, at a cost of approximately £3000.00; 

b/ The replacement of the church boilers, coming in at around £25,000.00. 

 

Bearing in mind our declining income and rising costs, finances are not as strong as in past years. The 

idea was raised of holding a parish appeal for either of these two items, though no consensus was 

achieved. The only experience we have is raising funds for the renovation of Father Carolin’s grave 

which, as a specialist project, supported by those who knew and loved Fr Carolin.  The full sum was 

achieved in a relatively short period of time. Feedback from the PPC is therefore sought on this 

subject. 

TP reiterated the need to bring back an annual summary of income and expenditure to be 

distributed to parishioners.  They need to see what they are providing through collections and how it 

is being applied for the benefit of the parish.  GC said that the average weekly collection was 

£2,000.00, including standing orders.  It was questioned whether 5 Masses per weekend were 

required, though it was stated that each Mass seemed to have its own character, depending on the 

time of day, music and so on. 

GCO pointed out that some parishioners tithe their income – ie give a set percentage to the Church.  

Whilst we should like to see more people use Gift Aid, it could be that not all those who tithe are 

necessarily suitable for Gift Aid, given the rules around it.  FRD would be approaching those who 

tithe, in order to ascertain whether or not they would be happy to Gift Aid their contributions.  

Indeed, one or two parishioners have now chosen this route, having switched from tithing. 

TP also enquired as to whether we could ask Standing Order givers to review and hopefully increase 

their payments.  GCO said that we were about to write out to Standing Order givers, who are in Gift 

Aid, regarding their possible acceptance of envelopes only for second collections.  A gentle reminder 

will be added to this letter.  In addition, the subject of reviewing one’s contributions is already 

broached in end of year letters, which all parishioners in the Gift Aid scheme will receive shortly.        

Fr Deo is reluctant to make a direct appeal for increases in the current economic climate. 



GCL mentioned the fact that the newsletter announcements of the weekly collections need to 

include a breakdown of Gift Aided and non - Gift Aided offerings.  GCO is looking at doing this, and 

will do so once the Standing Order figure has been updated and similarly broken down by the Gift 

Aid organisers. It can then be stated, fairly accurately, what the amount we expect to reclaim will be.  

This will help to encourage people to use Gift Aid, if they fall within the scheme, and hopefully 

encourage people to increase their contributions. Several parishes already publish their figures in 

this way. 

GCL pointed out that the Finance Committee is not in existence to raise funds.  When considering a 

parish budget, we shall need to find out from all parish groups what their budgets are.  Looking at 

the maintenance budget, for instance, there are some things which carry legal/diocesan/insurance 

obligations, such as electrical testing, fire alarms, the hall lift, electronically controlled doors etc.  

Then there are maintenance contracts on all these and other heavily used items such as the coin 

counting machine, gas central heating etc. We are also joining a diocesan scheme to deal with all 

sources of energy.  The important thing about budgets is, of course, to remain within them. 

 

8/ MAINTENANCE REPORT FROM GORDON CLARK 

 

The sound system is up and running, with some tweaking to be done to improve and upgrade things.  

We need to obtain a new mixer, which should be in place by the end of June 2017.  The installation 

of the new system was deliberately not publicised, neither will it be until all work is complete.  

Nevertheless, people have noticed improvement, and feedback has been positive.  

The boiler needs replacing before winter sets in.  Two quotes have been received, which are very 

wide apart, and a third is to be obtained. Quotes vary from £15k to £35k. 

The Diocese is bringing in an energy company Global Energy, to handle power.  They will take over 

all aspects of gas, electricity etc, which should also result in cheaper bills all round. 

The lighting in the church is failing, and becoming more difficult and costly to maintain.  This will 

need to be dealt with before we consider any possible redecoration.   

The Repository is now sorted, with the drainage issue having been successfully resolved.  

The garden has received many plaudits, and a budget will be agreed for spring planting.  The 

gardeners, though shortly moving to Dorset, have nevertheless agreed to pay us a monthly visit. 

Maintenance is an ongoing issue.  As SF pointed out, parishioners really need to know more about 

what is going on. 

 

9/ REPORTS FROM CHURCH GROUPS – This item will be covered at a later date. 

 

10/ ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

 

1/ GCL remarked that the format of the newsletter is somewhat stale, and needs a refresh.  He has 

taken a look at over 100 newsletters nationally, and perhaps we can get some ideas from them.  



2/ Remarks have been passed as to the length of Masses and in particular sermons.  FRI commented 

that people come to Mass in most cases once a week.  Sermons are an integral part of the Mass, by 

which the celebrant exercises his teaching role, explaining the scriptures and helping the faithful to 

apply them, along with aspects of Catholic teaching through his preaching.  If people are unhappy, 

then they should approach the clergy, rather than complain to fellow parishioners.  

FRI also pointed out the unique nature of the Easter Triduum services, recalling the death and 

resurrection of Our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, which people should expect to be of much longer 

duration.  It is said that a small number of parishioners have now decided to go elsewhere.  

RB remarked on the different character of each Mass, citing the quieter 8.30am, which has no music.  

3/ The lack of order for going to Holy Communion was raised by LN.  The situation includes those in 

the Blessed Sacrament chapel walking across in front of those approaching from the main aisle.  

Perhaps we need a protocol for receiving this Sacrament.  Mention was again made of a publication 

produced by Fr Philip Glandfield entitled “How to go up to Communion”.  Should this perhaps be 

resurrected? 

 

11/ DATE AND TIME OF NEXT PPC MEETING 

 

Wednesday 14th June 2017 at 8pm 

The meeting closed at 9.50pm, with a prayer and blessing from Father Innocent. 


